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Demands for interdisciplinary research have only grown in recent research policy, academic and institutional contexts. Such demands often have a strong financial motive tied to funding and job opportunities on the one hand, and, on the other hand, a solutions-oriented motive, as it seems necessary to harness all our various disciplines and knowledge structures in addressing the large global challenges we face, such as in climate change or emerging technologies. Researchers at all levels are constantly being asked to build interdisciplinary collaborations, work more closely with natural and social sciences where possible, and write up grant applications to facilitate interdisciplinary work or network building. This interdisciplinary direction is often seen as the future of humanities, as the question of relevance is often brought up as a measure of what humanities can and should be doing. Nonetheless, most attempts at interdisciplinary research fall short, not due to the intention or the motives of the researchers, but due to the various systemic limitations that prohibit collective work.

This talk is about how the future of humanities needs to be rethought from a transdisciplinary (rather than simply interdisciplinary) lens that combines research and practice. Using a selection of examples from the activities of the CoFutures research network, I argue that there is a possibility to address global challenges of our times from a lens that humanities and the arts are particularly suited for: communicating a sense of history, purpose, and possibility. 


