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Abstract 

In the current context of multiple global crises, Education for Sustainable 
Development and Global Citizenship Education (GCE) are put at the centre 
of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. Understanding with 
Mignolo (2011) that the global challenges we presently face are rooted in the 
dark side of Western modernity (coloniality), this research aimed to explore 
the ways in which Environmental and Sustainability Education (ESE) and 
GCE target, critique, and possibly delink from the modern/colonial imaginary 
framing them. With an emphasis on secondary education, the review 
identified 45 journal articles (23 theoretical and 21 empirical) that critically 
engaged with Western modernity; and mapped them onto Andreotti and 
colleagues’ (2015) social cartography General Responses to Modernity’s 
Violence. Both theoretical and empirical literature showed that ESE and GCE 
are still framed by Western narratives that marginalise, and/or assimilate non-
Western knowledges and ontologies; and identify a range of responses that 
span across ontological, epistemological and methodological considerations. 
The present report takes stock of critiques and responses to Western 
modernity in ESE and GCE, discussing the possibilities and limitations 
afforded by their place of enunciation, and it makes suggestions for future 
research and practice in the fields. 

 

Keywords: ‘environmental and sustainability education’, ‘global citizenship 
education’, ‘postcolonial theory’, ‘decolonial theory’, ‘non-western 
perspectives’, ‘Sustainable Development Goals’, ‘Goal 4.7’ ‘education for 
sustainable development’, ’critical global citizenship education’. 

 









 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

• 

• 

• 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/issue/issue-3/soft-versus-critical-global-citizenship-education
https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/issue/issue-3/soft-versus-critical-global-citizenship-education
https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/issue/issue-3/soft-versus-critical-global-citizenship-education
https://doi.org/10.25749/sis.6544
https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/des/article/view/22168


 

í í í í í

https://doi.org/10.18546/IJDEGL.11.2.02
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability/special_issues/SDGs_quality_edu#published
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability/special_issues/SDGs_quality_edu#published
https://doi.org/10.14324/IJDEGL.12.2.01
https://doi.org/10.1080/13688790.2014.966414
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11217-016-9557-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11217-016-9557-9
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9752.12470
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504622.2013.865114


 

https://doi.org/10.1080/14767724.2011.605303
https://www.oneducation.net/no-07_april-2020/provincializing-the-west-by-essentializing-the-east/
https://www.oneducation.net/no-07_april-2020/provincializing-the-west-by-essentializing-the-east/
https://doi.org/10.1080/2005615X.2018.1460896
https://openarchive.usn.no/usn-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/2583721/FULLTEXT01.pdf?sequence=2
https://openarchive.usn.no/usn-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/2583721/FULLTEXT01.pdf?sequence=2


 

https://doi.org/10.1080/00071005.2018.1533100
https://doi-org.mmu.idm.oclc.org/10.1080/13504622.2015.1011084
https://doi-org.mmu.idm.oclc.org/10.1080/13504622.2015.1011084
https://doi.org/10.1080/17508487.2014.936890
https://doi.org/10.1080/00071005.2018.1533099
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1222419.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504622.2013.860428
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1185419
https://doi.org/10.1080/14767724.2019.1642182
https://doi.org/10.1080/00221341.2020.1748690
https://doi.org/10.4314/sajee.v33i1.2


 

https://doi.org/10.1080/00131857.2016.1223501
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504622.2013.865115
https://doi.org/10.1080/14767724.2021.1882957
https://www.bridge47.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/characteristics_of_target_4.7_and_the_importance_of_its_inclusion_to_the_sustainable_development_goals_0.pdf
https://www.bridge47.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/characteristics_of_target_4.7_and_the_importance_of_its_inclusion_to_the_sustainable_development_goals_0.pdf
https://www.bridge47.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/characteristics_of_target_4.7_and_the_importance_of_its_inclusion_to_the_sustainable_development_goals_0.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504622.2013.865116
https://doi.org/10.4119/jsse-794
https://doi.org/10.4314/sajee.v35i1.9
https://doi-org.mmu.idm.oclc.org/10.1177%2F2043610617703831


 

https://doi.org/10.4314/sajee.v35i1.8
https://doi.org/10.1080/03626784.2015.1064304
https://www2.mmu.ac.uk/media/mmuacuk/content/documents/education/final-mmu-report-ba-project-teaching-for-sustainable-development-through-ethical-global-issues-pedagogy.pdf
https://www2.mmu.ac.uk/media/mmuacuk/content/documents/education/final-mmu-report-ba-project-teaching-for-sustainable-development-through-ethical-global-issues-pedagogy.pdf
https://www2.mmu.ac.uk/media/mmuacuk/content/documents/education/final-mmu-report-ba-project-teaching-for-sustainable-development-through-ethical-global-issues-pedagogy.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/03050068.2020.1723352
https://doi.org/10.4119/jsse-3463
http://doi.org/10.7577/njcie.3554
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1188803
https://doi.org/10.1080/00958964.2020.1726263
https://doi.org/10.34024/revbea.2019.v14.2632


 

é

á

https://doi.org/10.4314/sajee.v35i1.15
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131857.2017.1339408
http://www.sinergiased.org/index.php/revista/item/294
http://www.sinergiased.org/index.php/revista/item/294
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504620903504073
https://doi.org/10.1080/03057925.2013.859894
https://doi.org/10.1080/00958964.2020.1726265
https://www.ajol.info/index.php/sajee/article/view/186415
http://www.boaventuradesousasantos.pt/media/Public%20Sphere_AfricaDevelopment2012.pdf
http://www.boaventuradesousasantos.pt/media/Public%20Sphere_AfricaDevelopment2012.pdf


 

Č

̌

https://doi.org/10.1080/00131857.2016.1138851
http://ojed.org/jise
https://journalhosting.ucalgary.ca/index.php/ajer/article/view/55291
https://doi.org/10.1080/00071005.2019.1598540
https://doi.org/10.1017/aee.2019.17
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131857.2020.1835646
https://decolonialfutures.net/house-of-modernity/
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504622.2015.1110744
https://doi.org/10.3390/su10103552


 

https://doi.org/10.1080/00958964.2020.1726264
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504622.2019.1569204
http://hdl.handle.net/1893/23327
https://doi.org/10.2307/canajeducrevucan.38.2.11
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000245752
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/40_c23_framework_for_the_implementation_of_esd_beyond_2019.pdf
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/40_c23_framework_for_the_implementation_of_esd_beyond_2019.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504622.2017.1306835


 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13504622.2017.1377158
https://doi.org/10.34024/revbea.2020.v15.10816
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504622.2016.1221887
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131857.2016.1217189
http://dx.doi.org/10.14507/epaa.24.2152
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131946.2020.1799215
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504622.2013.852655
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2020.04.005

	Tom sida

