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Foci & Aims
• Overarching support 

• Differences and similarities in support by 
universities and Swedish Folk High
Schools

• Trends and patterns



Swedish Research Council 
project PAL

Participation for all? School and 
post-school pathways of young 
people with functional disabilities

www.ju.se/ccd/pal

Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council of Canada

Integration project

(life trajectories of Syrian 
migrants in Sweden and Canada)

http://www.ju.se/ccd/pal


Swedish Folk High Schools

University colleges

Universities

Universities/colleges (35) 
Folk High Schools (20)



Analytical stance

• Performative stance

• Praxis

• Practiced policies /declared / perceived  

• Technologies as tools (not panacea)

• TransitionING, access to HE & labor 
market



Methodological framings

55 institutions 
divided among the 
authors

STEP 1: 
Homepages 
accessed via URL

STEP 2: Searches conducted 
in the homepage in the 
search field using search 
words such as ”studentsstöd” 
and ”att studera med 
funktionsnedsättning”

The search was made from 
the perspective of being a 
potential student

Where is information found
on the 
website?/Visibility/Accessibili
ty? 

Where in the search is it 
possible to find the 
information required?

What does the website
display and how (font size, 
placement on the 
site/visibility,text-to-voice?

Who/What is ”pictured” and 
in relation to what?

STEP 3: Once 
relevant pages, on 
student support, 
were identified, 
the process 
continued by 
clicking on the links 
available on the 
pages. 



Start webpage
Scroll down to the bottom of 
website

Select “Education”, top bar 
to find “Prospective student”

On the bottom of that page: 
First under ”Current 
student”, is it possible to find 
“Study guidance” and a link 
to “Students with 
disabilities”

Overview of analysis illustrations: 
Example Karolinska Institute (1/4)



“Om att studera med 
funktionsvariation”

This is the first 
website where you 
can listen to what is 
written.

This page is also 
available in English.

Overview of analysis illustrations: 
Example Karolinska Institute (2/4)



Only text 
available

Overview of analysis illustrations: 
Example Academy of Arts(3/4)



No specific link on ”support services” at Mo Gård.

Overview of analysis illustrations: 
Example Mo Gård(4/4)

” Mo Gård is a foundation-owned non-profit organization
that offers support and service, treatment, education and 
knowledge support. Our areas of strength are
communication and disability.”



So what patterns have emerged?

University

Folk High
School Policy 

availability

(In)visibility
& nature of

support

Entry points
&

default 
routes



Accessibility for students with functional disability

“Folk high schools can apply for grants from the Special 
Education Authority. The grants are used partly to 
maintain a high density of teachers and to be able to 
offer access to good tools to overcome obstacles in the 
learning process. At the Västernorrland Folk High
Schools, there are also student assistants / assistants as 
a resource. More about accessibility can be found in 
the guidelines for reinforcement grants on the 
respective school's website. ”

Possibilities for pedagogical support for students with
disabilities or lack of knowledge in the Swedish 
language

Theme 1:
Policy availability



• Study workshop - for successful studies
• Student health - health and lifestyle
• Functional impairment and support during the 

study period
• Your rights and obligations
• The student union and student associations
• Service on Campus - you can always ask at 

Infocenter

Theme 2:
Support services 



Theme 3:
(in)visibility and nature of support (1/2)

• Tailored study pace
• Tailored examination
• Notes Support
• Mentor
• Different software for 

reading and spelling
(stavarex etc)

• Different rooms (study
room) with technology



Funktionsnedsättning

i det nutida samhället

Disability in contemporary

society

Theme 3:
(in)visibility and nature of support (2/2)
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