Programme for Tuomo Hiippala’s visit, 6th of May, 2026
Multimodal Communication research group/MIDWorld doctoral school

There will be activities both in the motning and in the afternoon of the 6th.
Short bio
Tuomo Hiippala is Professor of English Language and Digital Humanities at the University of Helsinki, where he leads the Multimodality Research Group (https://www.helsinki.fi/multimodality). His main interests include multimodal corpora and computational methods for data-driven research on multimodality. He currently directs a research project funded by the European Research Council (2024–2029), which seeks to renew theories of multimodality through empirical research.
Morning: Workshop on multimodal semiotics
10:15-12.00, room F130, chair: Anders Björkvall (anders.bjorkvall@oru.se)
Abstract
This workshop provides a brief introduction to multimodal semiotics, an emerging approach to analysing multimodality in all communicative situations and artefacts in which the phenomenon is of concern. We will review the key theoretical concepts underpinning multimodal semiotics and consider how these concepts may be applied in analysis as a part of a systematic methodology, which builds on the notion of materiality.

All participants are encouraged to email Sophia Wretman (Sophia.Wretman@oru.se) to get access to a preprint of the text Multimodal Semiotics by Tuomo Hiippala and Janina Wildfeuer, to read in advance. Participants should read the attached preprint ahead of the workshop].
All doctoral students are encouraged to email Tuomo (tuomo.hiippala@helsinki.fi) a few sentances about a multimodality/intermediality related issue in their thesis in advance, that they want to bring up/discuss at the workshop. Please email Tuomo on Monday the 4th of May at the latest.

Afternoon: higher seminar, “Corpus-based approaches to multimodality: developing a large multimodal corpus of primary school textbooks”
13.15-15.00, room F133, chair: Anders Björkvall (anders.bjorkvall@oru.se)

Abstract
In this talk, I describe a part of an ongoing research project, which seeks to develop new methods for building and analysing large multimodal corpora with multiple layers of rich annotations. My presentation focuses on a single corpus currently under development, which features approximately 10 000 double-page spreads from Finnish primary school textbooks representing ten disciplines, ranging from environmental science to English and Finnish. I focus on several issues related to the development of the corpus, starting with gaining access to data and our current efforts to scale up the size of the corpus, which combine automatic analysis with collaborative annotation by non-experts. Finally, I discuss our future plans and how the corpus might be used.
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