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Lecture plan: PhD course Multimodality: Theoretical and methodological perspectives, 7,5 credits 
 
  
Venue: Örebro University campus. 
 
Course information, syllabus and application (no later than Friday January 19th, 2024): 
https://www.oru.se/humes/course-Multimodality  
 
Other relevant documents for students accepted tyo the course (including the literature 
that we can share with you): https://cloud.oru.se/f/255491599 
 
Course period (see in more detail below): 21st of March – 4th of June, 2024 (50% of full time) 
 
Contact person: Anders Björkvall, professor of Swedish: anders.bjorkvall@oru.se 
 
Course description: 
The course presents a number of theoretical and methodological approaches to multimodality: 
how different modes of communication combine for meaning-making in different contexts. The 
research field is theoretically and methodologically multifaceted, and the course introduces a 
number of important sub-fields, for example multimodal discourse analysis, multimodality and 
learning, multimodal interaction analysis, and rhetorical multimodal analysis. Students have the 
opportunity to do an in-depth study within one or a few of these approaches, if possible with 
direct relevance to their own PhD thesis. The language of instruction is English. 
 
Course design: 
The course starts with two intensive days filled lectures and seminars (21st–22nd of March), which 
are followed by an online lecture by professor Arlene Archer from the University of Cape Town 
(9th of April) and a lecture/workshop given by the Örebro University visiting fellow and associate 
professor Charles Forceville from the University of Amsterdam (22nd of April). To conclude the 
course, there will be two full day seminars in June during which student essays are discussed (3rd–
4th of June). 
 
Lecturers: 
Professor Arlene Archer, Cape Town 
Professor Anders Björkvall, Örebro 
Associate professor Charles Forceville, Amsterdam 
Professor Leelo Keevallik, Linköping 
Associate professor Assimakis Tseronis, Örebro 
Associate professor Gustav Westberg, Örebro 
 
Tasks for course credits: 

- Write an essay (approx. 15 pages) that discusses theories and methods within the field of 
multimodality and includes an analysis of multimodal data. The essay should be written in 
English. 

- Discuss the essay and comment on another essay at a concluding seminar. 
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Lecture plan 
Time and place  Theme Lecturer(s) Preparations and readings 

21 March, 10:15–
11:15, G117 

Introduction to multimodality as a 
research field 

Anders Björkvall, 
Örebro 
Gustav Westberg, 
Örebro 

Read before 
Bateman (2022) 
Jewitt (2014): chapter 1, 2, 4, 6 
Jewitt et al (2021) 
 
Read after 
One article of choice in Multimodality & Society 
One article of choice in Visual Communication 

11:30–13:00, G117 Multimodality and rhetoric Assimakis Tseronis, 
Örebro 

Read before 
Kenney & Scott (2003) 
Kjeldsen (2018) 
Tseronis (2015)  
Tseronis (2021)  
  
Read after 
Serafis & Tseronis (2023) 
Kjeldsen & Hess (2021) 
Gries (2020)  
Greco et al (2023)  
Tseronis & Forceville (2017) 
One article of choice in Frontiers in Communication: Multimodality of 
Communication section 

14:15–15:45, G117 Multimodality and social semiotics  Anders Björkvall 
Gustav Westberg 

Read before: 
Björkvall et al. (2023) 
Kosatica (2021) 
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Van Leeuwen (2022): Chapter 5 
 
Read after: 
Jewitt (2014): chapter 24 
Van Leeuwen (2022) 
Westberg (2021) 

15:45–16:00, G117 Summing up Anders Björkvall 
Gustav Westberg 

 

22 March, 10:15–
11:45, G117 

Multimodality and interaction 
analysis 

Leelo Keevallik, 
Linköping 

Read before: 
Keevallik (2021)  
Mondada (2019) 
 
Read after: 
Hofstetter & Keevallik (2020)  
Streeck et al (2011) 
One article of choice in Multimodal Communication 

13:15–15:00, G117 Mini-workshop on the themes 
presented 

Anders Björkvall 
Gustav Westberg 

Three tables – three questions (students rotate): 
1. Is multimodality one research field or many? Discuss a few 
examples from the literature. 
2. Are there theoretical assumptions that are relevant or necessary 
for all types of research in the field of multimodality? Give concrete 
examples.  
3. What is multimodal analysis? Is there a difference between 
multimodal analysis and working with multimodal data? 
 
Final discussion: How do 1-3 relate to your own thesis?  
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9 april 10:15–12, via 
zoom from Cape 
Town: https://oru-
se.zoom.us/j/645493
8280 

Multimodality and education  Arlene Archer, Cape 
Town  
Anders Björkvall 
 

Read before: 
Archer (2014) 
Archer (2019) 
Björkvall (2014) 
 
Read after: 
Björklund Boistrup & Selander (2022): Chapter 3 
One multimodality focused article of choice in Designs for Learning  

22 April, 10:15-12, 
G117 

Multimodality and metaphor theory Charles Forceville, 
Amsterdam 

Read before: 
Forceville, (1996). 
Forceville & Urios-Aparisi (2009) 
Forceville (2009)  
Forceville (2016)  
Forceville (2021) 
 
Read after: 
Charles will give suggestions at the workshop according to 
students’ specific research interests 

22 April, 13:15-15, 
G117 

Workshop on multimodality and 
metaphor theory 

Charles Forceville  

23 April – 23 May, 
Zoom by 
appointment  

1 individual consultation per essay  Örebro-based lecturers  

24 May, 9:00 Submission of essays  Email essay to 
anders.bjorkvall@oru.s
e 
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3-4 June, 10:15-16 
 

Discussion of essays Anders Björkvall Prepare a 30-minute discussion of an assigned essay written by 
another participant in the course; prepare to discuss own essay for 
30 minutes. 

 


